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James Crabb was born in Dundee, Scotland and started playing the accordion at the age of four. He studied at the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen with classical accordion pioneer Mogens Ellegaard from 1985-92 and was awarded the Carl Nielsen Music Prize, Denmark in 1991. His acclaimed London debut in the Park Lane Group series at the Purcell Room in 1992 catapulted him on to the international concert platform and since then he has performed worldwide pioneering the classical accordion. Critics internationally have praised him for his virtuosity and versatile musicianship, and he is widely regarded as one of the world’s leading exponents and ambassadors of his chosen instrument.

James has appeared at festivals worldwide including Edinburgh, the Proms in London, Cheltenham, Aldeburgh, Kuhmo and ISCM World Music Days amongst others, and has performed as soloist with orchestras and ensembles including the BBC Symphony, BBC Scottish, Sydney and Melbourne Symphonies, the Philharmonia, London Philharmonic, London Symphony, Hallé Orchestra, Rotterdam Philharmonic, London Sinfonietta, Birmingham Contemporary Music Group, Paragon Ensemble, Nash Ensemble, Scottish Ensemble, Northern Sinfonia, English and Irish Chamber Orchestras and the Kuhmo Virtuosi. 

In 2005 James entered a new period of development in his career directing opera productions and concert performances from the accordion. Highlights include directing tours with the Irish Chamber Orchestra and Musica Vitae (Sweden) in 2007 along with  two very successful new opera productions in Denmark in 2005 – the premiere of Andy Pape’s Simsalabad, and Astor Piazzolla’s Maria de Buenos Aires which marked the Royal Danish Opera’s opening production on the chamber scene of the new opera house in Copenhagen.

James’ great passion and acclaimed authority for the music of Astor Piazzolla has been highlighted by several concert performances with the original members of Piazzolla’s Quintet (also featured on the DVD film portrait of the composer BBC/Opus Arte OA0905) and in 2003, his highly acclaimed recording as soloist and arranger of the works of Astor Piazzolla with the Australian Chamber Orchestra was released (Song of the Angel, Chandos CH10163). In 2005 his second recording of Piazzolla’s music in its original quintet instrumentation was released under the quintet’s name, Tango Jam. (Tango Jam Vol.1, Mulberry Hill Recordings MHR-C001)

James' best-selling accordion duo debut recording in 1996 with his colleague Geir Draugsvoll of transcriptions of Stravinsky’s Petrouchka and Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition (EMI Classics 569072) was re-released in 2002. The duo performs regularly worldwide and collaborates frequently with the Tero Saarinen Dance Company from Finland. 

James has recorded for several labels including EMI and Chandos labels and has given world premieres and recorded works by, amongst others, Harrison Birtwistle, Thomas Adès, Luciano Berio, Sofia Gubaidulina, Django Bates, Sally Beamish and Gustavo Beytelmann. Commissioning new compositions remains an important part of his work.

He has been professor of classical accordion at the Royal Danish Academy of Music in Copenhagen since 1995 and held a guest professorship at the University of Music and Dramatic Arts in Graz, Austria from 1995-2002. He regularly gives masterclasses at music institutions worldwide.

James Crabb plays on an Italian ‘Pigini Mythos No.4 model’ (1992) instrument with Russian steel reeds acquired with the assistance of an anonymous benefactor. 

